150              ALUMINIUM AND ITS ALLOYS
At the end of this period, stop heating and allow the apparatus to cool in a current of the gas; when the tube is cold, the boat is removed and weighed; the increase in weight represents the alumina and carbon. The boat is then heated to redness to ignite the carbon, and after cooling weighed to give the weight of alumina, which should be white if pure.ash. Fuse the precipitate, which consists of silicon and silica, with an equal weight of a mixture of sodium carbonate and potassium carbonate.
